
The WW Wire 
A good laugh and a long sleep are the two best cures 

for anything 
                                                                                     Irish proverb 

Did you know: Fennel can’t be planted with any other herb or plant. Fennel is a natural allelopathic which 
means it inhibits growth and can cause death to the surrounding plants.  
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A VERY BIG WELCOME  to Jules Swindlehurst and Dee Burghall  
the new owners of Weeding Women Mandurah. 
  

For Dee and Jules, Mandurah has always been a special place and 
starting their own franchise here meant they could combine a long 
held dream of owning their own business with their passion for  
gardening. 
 

Jules, a qualified horticulturist,  draws on her love of more formal  
garden styles, influenced by English landscaping and her birth-
place, New Zealand. Horticulture has always been in her blood, 
being part of a family of green thumbs and raised in a farming 
community filled with orchards and vines. 
“I love being outdoors and thrive on the challenges gardening  
offers, particularly working with a garden as it evolves and  
improves.” 
Jules’ career has seen her work in council gardens and street-
scapes. She is passionate about permaculture, sustainable living 
and organic gardening and enjoys the community  aspect of  
gardening.  

 21st Century Gardening 
New apps for gardeners that offer great ideas and  
information. Yates My Garden App includes a plant 
finder of more than 1,000 plant pictures together with 
details of how to grow each plant. 
Garden Visualiser lets you take a photo of your garden 
and overlay plant images to see what the result  might 
look like. Mr Fothergill’s Vegetable Planting Guide app 
uses postcode-based data to recommend vegetable 
herb and fruit varieties  and ideal planting dates, with 
growing information. (free from iTunes app store)  

Dee Jules 

Born and raised in Perth, Dee’s gardening background is in nurseries and floristry. 
“I fell in love with gardening at a young age, influenced by the typical  Aussie backyard– the large 
quarter acre block with chooks, a big shed and a Hills hoist. “We always gardened as a family on the 
weekend and everyone would chip in to help.” 
Having worked as a commercial cleaner in the past, Dee appreciates attention to detail in cleaning and 
how that translates to high quality gardening. 
“For me it’s the little things that make a big difference– rolling up the hose, sweeping under the mat, 
putting the newspaper by the door” 
All of us at Weeding Women wish Dee and Jules every success in  their new venture. 

Never add  
noxious weeds 
like Ivy to your 

compost  

http://www.google.com.au/url?url=http://www.davesblogcentral.com/2014/05/help-i-dont-have-my-mobile-phone-and-im.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=sjK-U8ijGY7ikgWY74GwBA&ved=0CCQQ9QEwBw&usg=AFQjCNH89JMGM_b-xSmqvgH2QqjYBMNwnA


The Vegie Patch 
Potatoes 

Solanum tuberosum 
The South Americans 
were the first to  
cultivate the potato and 
it was the Spanish  

explorers that brought the potato to Europe in 
the 16th century. The potato is part of the  
Solanaceae family and is related to the tomato 
and eggplant. 
The potato is  low-growing with weak stems 
and slightly hairy, sticky leaves. The potato is 
actually the food storing tuber that grow from 
the end of an underground stem, below  
fibrous roots. Each tuber bears several buds 
from which a new plant 
grows . The potato plant  
likes a fertile, deeply dug 
moist, acid soil , with a Ph of 
less than 6. When digging 
the bed, add well rotted  
compost or manure, mix in 
and leave to settle for about 
2-3 weeks.   Do not add any 
lime to the bed. At planting time, dig a trench 
approximately spade deep and place the  
potatoes 30cm apart, with the largest eyes 
facing upwards. Back fill the soil. Don’t allow 
the soil to dry out, but be careful not to over 
water either. Once the green tops are about 
25cm high start mounding up the soil around 
the stem. Mounding is very beneficial, it  
allows  for very good drainage and keeps 
sunlight from penetrating the soil and  
reaching the young potatoes. A number of 
pest and diseases can infect both  the  
potatoes and the soil around them. To help 
prevent infection use only certified pest- free 
seed potatoes. Practice careful crop  
rotation and ensure you have removed all  
tubers and plant material after harvest.  
Once the plant starts to turn yellow and die 
back anywhere between 14-16 weeks, the 
potatoes are ready to harvest. The longer the 
plant grows the bigger the potato. Each seed 
potato should yield about 10 potatoes at  
harvest time. When exposed to sunlight ,  
potatoes start to turn green and become  
poisonous . Potatoes also accumulate  
cadmium and other heavy metals so it is  
advisable not to use fertilisers that contain 
these elements. Avoid planting potatoes into 
old tyres as these can also leach heavy metals.  
Great companion plants for potatoes are 
beans, cabbage corn, peas marigolds and 
parsnips.  Avoid tomatoes, rosemary,  
cucumber and pumpkin. 

On her hunt around the local  
nursery, Janelle found  these little  

beauties.  Ornamental Cabbage and Ornamental Kale are  
very showy annual plants that come in a 
variety of colours  ranging from white to 
pink to purples and reds. The plants with a 
smooth leaf margin are the Ornamental 
Cabbage while those with a serrated  
margin are Ornamental Kale. They are 
much the same as their edible cousins, but 
their ruffled foliage is much prettier. These 
ornmentals can handle the cold weather 
and a light or moderate frost can intensify 

their colour. Ornamental Cabbage 
and Ornamental Kale are easily 
grown in organically rich moist 
soils and are best planted in the 
cooler months. If planted in the 
summer, they can become leggy. 
These ornamentals are grown for 
their foliage and will grow to a 

height of about 30 to 45 cms. These plants look great in 
mass planting where their colour really stands out and are 
often used as edging plants. They also make a nice  
replacement for spent summer containers. Mix with asters, 
grasses and chrysanthemums. The leaves also make an 
attractive food garnish. 
The cabbage lopper, caterpillars, thrips and aphids are  
common pests of these plants, so keep a careful watch for 
early signs of infestation. 
Thank you Janelle for introducing us to there true winter  
garden gems! 

 
 
Hello Ladies 
Thank you for sending Emma and Marian 
around today. They are AWESOME. How 
have I lived this long without the services 
of Weeding Women???? Love your work.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
Kate Foreman   Licensee   Forest Lakes Settlements 

A Big Thank You! 

 Caterpillar Beans 
were grown in the 
1880’s as a curios-
ity, usually to sur-
prise unsuspecting 
dinner guests. They 
were not meant to 
be eaten, (they’re 
too prickly), but are 
harmless and quite 
amusing 

 Plant of the Month 

 Ornamental Cabbage  
     Brassica oleracea 


