
Sharpen and oil tools. Replace any worn or        
damaged tools. Check the “teeth “ on your rakes. 
Check your supplies of sprays, fertilizers and  

    wetting agents. Have you got enough? 
Feed Magnolias, Camellias, Daphne and Azaleas 
now. Spread fertiliser around the drip line and  

    water in well. 
Feed citrus trees, this will encourage leafy growth 
and fruit production. 
Plant Strawberries. Cultivate the soil deeply and 
raise the beds to improve soil drainage. Mulch well 
and feed fortnightly with liquid fertiliser. 
Plant Australian natives for winter colour. 
Start reading up on spring flowering bulbs. The 
bulbs need to be planted by the end of autumn. 
Early autumn is a great time to prune rose bushes 
all over by about one third. In about 6-8 weeks, 
they will have produced lush new growth that will 
bud up with new flowers. 
Fertilise autumn flowering annuals or seedlings.  
They need a continuous supply of nutrients to resist 
diseases and improve flowering. This is especially 
important for pots and hanging baskets. 
Plant herbs in pots. Parsley can be grown from seed 
now. Perennial herbs such as Marjoram, Chives, 
Mint, Thyme and Sage can be divided and re-
planted. 
Prune summer flowering hedges, such as Lilly Pilly 
and Photinia, to help prevent seed set or berry  

    formation. 
Tip-prune Fuschias and tidy up old flowers. 
Annuals to plant include: Pansies, Poppies, Sweet 
William, Stock, Viola, Scabiosa, Snapdragon and 
Sweet Peas. 

The WW Wire 
Worrying is like a rocking chair. It gives you something to do, but doesn’t get    

you anywhere.        Anonymous       

Did you know: Planting Lavender or Borage in your Strawberry plot will improve the crop. March 2014 

Can conifer prunings be used as mulch? 

Whenever you use any fresh material as mulch, it should be 

chopped very finely and aged or it can actually take some 

nutrients from the soil. 

As far as the compost goes, if it's mixed with other things, 

some dry materials, some green materials and even a bit of 

chook manure. As it breaks down, it is a slightly acidic 

mulch, so it's great around plants like camellias & azaleas. 

Did you know the volunteer Master Gardeners of Kings 

Park offer a free advisory service? They are incredibly 

helpful and knowledgeable. Ph 9480 3672 

 

 

 

 
How Belinda and Chris spent one and a half hours 
on a very hot, hot day in February !! 

And after……. 

 



A cherished and a  much loved friend, is  the 
ladybird. Bringing her  to your garden is one 
of the most fantastic ways to keep your gar-
den healthy. There are about 500 species of 
ladybirds in Australia and getting them to 
come to your garden and more importantly, 
stay, is easy, once you know how. 
A ladybird’s most favourite things to eat are  
insect pests and pollen. They need both to 
survive. If your garden has an abundance, the 
ladybirds will happily relocate to your  garden.  
Ladybirds like the pollen from plants that tend 
to be white or yellow and have flat flowers 
including  Yarrow, Sweet Alyssum, Statice, 
Marigold, Fennel, Cosmos, Chives, Calendula 
and Angelica, 
Make sure the ladybird has enough bugs to 
eat. Leaving aphids and other pests alone will 
encourage the ladybirds. Some ladybirds spe-
cialize in eating scale, mealy bug, mites, small 
caterpillars and the honey dew from insects.  
Try to stop using insecticides—these will kill 
ladybirds just as they kill  harmful bugs.  
Having shallow plates of water for the lady-
birds to drink from, will make your garden 
more  appealing.  
An interesting fact: In the 1800s the  
Californian lemon and orange growers were 
having a problem with Australian scale insects 
destroying their crops. The farmers imported 
Australian ladybirds and released them into 
the orchard. Within 2 years the orchards were 
free of scale and the industry was saved. 
 

Enjoy the benefits of having these great  crea-
tures sharing your garden.  
 
  

GOOD BUGS 
 The Ladybird 

 

Terri’s Garden 
30 Cincotta Loop 

Beeliar 
Mar 29-30 

Rainforest Retreat 
11 Hotchin St 

Dalkeith  
Mar 8-9 

The word Cordyline comes from 
the Greek “kordyle” meaning 
club and refers to the club like 
stem/root of some species. 

There are 15 species, of which 8 are native to Australia. 
Others come from New Zealand and the South West  
Pacific region. One species originates from South America.  
Cordylines are fantastic foliage plants and are useful in 
adding a vertical effect in the garden. The long leaves 
give a tropical feel when used around water such as 
swimming pools and fountains. Use them in groups or a as 
taller focal point in the garden. They add a permanent 
spark of colour and mix beautifully with green foliage 
plants such as cycads and palms.  They are perfect for 
adding multiple layers to the garden The most common 
species is Cordyline fruticosa, with its spectacular show of 
red leaves.  
Cordylines prefer a well drained soil and will grow well in 
coastal areas. Some varieties can tolerate full sun while 
other prefer shade. To look their healthiest Cordylines are 
best grown in filtered light. Cordylines are tough plants 
with a strong root system enabling them to  tolerate 
lengthy dry periods, however, to deal with lack of water 
the plant will drop its leaves. Once water has been  
returned the plant will spring back, but it may need a trim  
to retain its shape. When grown outside, Cordylines  
seldom suffer from stress. If they do, it may be caused by 
one of three things: Under watering,  too much hot sun,  
(oranges, purples and whites are most affected while the 
reds can tolerate full sun) or, mealy bug, mites, and grass-
hoppers .   
When it comes to fertilizing it’s best to use a fertiliser  
formulated for non- flowering plants. To make the leaf 
colour bright, add fertiliser with a high level of potassium 
in autumn and spring .To enhance even more ,give them a 
foliar spray with fertiliser containing both potash and iron 
every now and again. 
Propagation is easy. Stem cuttings can be taken from any 
part of the plant from mid spring to mid summer and 
grown in potting mix. The crowns (cane with leaves still 
attached) placed in a vase and will soon produce roots. .  

Plant of the Month 
Cordyline  

 

Emilie works wonders with a wooden pallet! 


