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Did you know: The Agave, also known as the century plant, spends many years without growing any  
flowers, after which it grows one single bloom and then dies. 

Organic love  
 

Because even carrots  
deserve to be loved like 

this !  
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 shrub, which produces an abundant display of  
perfumed pearl white flowers in spring and  
summer. The blooms contrast well with the dark 
green foliage. Aussie Pearl is the result of careful 
cross breeding between Hibiscus heterophyllus and 
Hibiscus sp Barambah Creek, to produce a compact 
bushy, prickle free plant. 
It is suited to growing in most soil types and  in all 
mainland Australian states, both coastal and inland 
locations. It is very drought tolerant once estab-
lished and tolerates light frost as well as high  
temperatures and high humidity. 
Flowers: Spring– Summer. 
Care: Water well at planting time and gradually 
reduce water during establishment.  
Pruning:  By 1/3 after a flush of flowers.  
Fertilise: Once a year in early spring with a  
complete slow release fertiliser formulated for  
Australian natives. 
Plant height:  Medium size shrub 1.5 to 2m high 
and 1.5 m wide 

Aussie Pearl makes a great feature as a garden 
shrub or planting into large tubs and containers in 
full sun.  

‘Green thumbs in common and  
passionate about the environment’, with 
visiting Greens Leader Senator Christine 
Milne at the Perth Garden Show. 

Plant of the Month 
Australian Native Hibiscus 

“Aussie Pearl” 

The Australian Native  
Hibiscus “Aussie Pearl”  is a 
hardy, fast growing native  

 

A  long hot summer called for innovative ideas …..  
Colleen Jodie, Bianca and Yvette brought out their 
high pressure hose, cobweb brooms and decking oil 
to transform this outdoor area in Landsdale. 

Again, Colleen ,Yvette and the team brought 
out the big guns and the hard work !!.....a 
veggie patch transformation in  Sorrento. 

“ I think everybody is weird. We should all celebrate our individuality and not      
be embarrassed or ashamed by it.”                                 Johhny Depp 

                                                               



 

                        

          Disease of the Month 
               Box Blight 
 

Box Blight is a disease of Box leaves and stems caused by 
two fungi Cylindrocladium buxicola and Volutella buxi  
The two are often found together. 
This disease is specific to Buxus (Box). It causes leaves to 
go brown and fall, leading to bare patches in hedges and 
topiary specimens. Buxucola  is the more damaging of the 
two fungi and infects young stems causing black streaks 
and dieback. The fungi spreads in wet humid conditions 
and the spores are carried in water splashes to new sites. 
Fallen leaves carry the disease over winter and new 
spores are produced in spring. They enter the plant 
through clipping cuts and other damage to leaves and 
stems. 
Hygiene is the main treatment so all affected branches 
should be pruned out and  removed along with any fallen 
material around the base of the plant. Good air circulation 
will reduce the humidity around the plant. Allow space 
between plants , or if in a hedge, cut back nearby plants. 
Avoid overhead watering to keep foliage as dry as  
possible.  Make sure all tools used on the plant have been 
disinfected  using household bleach or methylated spirits  
before using on other plants.  
Not all brown or dead patches are caused by Box Blight. It 
could be caused by dog or tom cat urine if it is at the  
bottom of the plant. Dogs and tom cats territory mark the 
same spot repeatedly and this scorches the leaves. If this 
dead area occurs quickly it is more than likely  the cause, 
Box Blight tends to develop slowly. 
 

Coloured glass bottles 
in the garden aren’t 
just works of art but a 
ghostly history with its 
roots in Arabia and 
Africa, dating back 
hundreds of years. 
To ward off lurking 
spirits people would 
place coloured glass 
bottles outside their 
home. At night the 
roaming spirits would 
become trapped in-
side the bottle, only to 
be destroyed by the 
sun the following 
morning. 

 

 
Plant fast growing herbs such as coriander, parsley  
chives and dill. All will grow well from seed now. 
Prune fruit trees making  sure you don’t prune off next 
year’s  fruiting spurs. Don’t prune Apricot trees until 
spring. 
Prune summer flowering perennials such as daisies,  

   salvias, and buddleia. Remove dead, thin out any  
   congestion. Apply a small amount of liquid seaweed,  

around  the drip line. Don’t feed again until next spring. 
If you have any un-ripe tomatoes remaining on the 
bush, pull the bush out by the roots and hang upside 
down  in a dark cool place to finish ripening. 

 

 

Training a climber to 
grow sideways  rather 
than straight up, en-
courages  bushiness 
and better coverage. 
Climbers that are left  
unchecked will  
usually run to the top 
of the fence / wall 
leaving a woody 
sparse covering. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/c/creeper.asp&sa=U&ei=XS5fU8aEHsbUkQWS7oCoDQ&ved=0CDgQ9QEwBTgo&usg=AFQjCNESw_skS1PExE_72oftZbWdXmLjFQ

