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Colleen plants success
Convent girl, lay missionary, 

mother-of-two, air hostess, 
writer, founder of one of WA’s 
most-recognised businesses 
– Colleen Sheehan has done 
it all.

Colleen, who owns Weeding 
Women, will celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of her venture this 
month and says the secret to her 
success is persistence.

“It hasn’t been easy,” Colleen 
(62) said.

“It’s a people business and for 
me it’s about persistence and 
really, really good training.

“We have a reputation as 
being reliable hard workers, so 
my job is to ensure that standard 
is kept.”

When she was 11, Colleen 

went to Loreto Convent in 
Claremont.

“It was austere and strict: in 
those days you weren’t allowed 
out,” she said.

In the mid-70s Colleen became 
a lay missionary for the Catholic 
archdiocese of the Kimberley, 
then became a hostie with 
McRobertson Miller Airlines.

“It was during this time I 
met and married my husband,” 
Colleen said.

“Air hostesses weren’t per-
mitted to marry, but many of 
us secretly had.”

After having two children, 
Colleen got an English and 
comparative literature degree 
at Murdoch, separated, from her 
husband then spent a year in 
Fitzroy Crossing working on a 
national bicentennial project.

“The work took us in a 1000km 
radius around Fitzroy Crossing 
through the Fitzroy Valley,” 
Colleen said.

“We spent our time in Aborig-
inal independent schools.

“It was remote, hot, lawless 
to non-Aboriginal kids and like 
nothing else my children had 
ever experienced.

“We spent our time swimming 
in the Fitzroy River and water 
holes, and in and out of bough 
shed schools with the dedicated 
non-Aboriginal teachers from 
around Australia.

“It was particularly tough 
on my daughter, and for both 
their sakes I was glad when it 
was over.”

Back in Perth, Colleen needed 
help with a permaculture 
project.

“The men were so slow!” 
she said.

“I employed two female 
acquaintances who had 
beautiful gardens and 
who weren’t working at 
the time.

“I convinced them to stay 
on and I’d fi nd us more 
work.”

The time was right: 
Burke’s Backyard had just 
hit TV screens.

Colleen’s team grew from 
two to 20 in a fortnight.

“All that home and gar-
den stuff was just starting,” 
Colleen said.

“It was a runaway train 
from day one.

“We still don’t advertise 
and we’re fl at out.”

Colleen sold her first 
franchise 17 years ago, and 
has added another three in 
the past two years.

“A woman in Rockingham 
said to me, ‘I want your 
job’,” Colleen said.

“I said, ‘It’s all yours’, and 

she was our fi rst franchise.”
In 25 years Weeding Women 

have worked more than half a 
million hours in 165,000 local 
gardens.

They have spread 7500 cubic 
metres of mulch – enough to 
treat Subiaco Oval more than 
fi ve times over.

Colleen works two days a 
week from the “mother ship”, 
the Osborne Park offi ce with 12 
vehicles and more than 12,000 
clients.

A team of 42 staff includes a 
base network of 25 gardeners, 
the four franchisees, and nine 
support workers in administra-
tion and management.

On Tuesday, Colleen swung by 
Nedlands’ Baird Street to swap 
gardening tips with a resident 
her western suburb franchisee, 
Marion White, looks after.

“I don’t know why I’m doing 
this: I’m creaking,” Colleen 
said, as she bent to inspect a 

recently-planted jasmine.
Marion (53) was a geography 

and social sciences teacher 
and Water Corporation worker 
before taking up the franchise 
a year ago.

Business is good and this week 
she added a second car to her 
business and will branch into 
two teams.

“I love gardening and want 
to be surrounded by beautiful 
things,” Marion said.

“It’s weeding, pruning, and 
tidying up this time of year, then 
we’ll move into mulching.”

Marion practises what she 
preaches, and converted the 
sandpit at her Claremont home 
into a “little oasis”.

“It is certainly much easier 
to regularly maintain a garden 
than it is to start from scratch 
or deal with a year’s worth of 
weeds,” Marion said.

“But in saying that, we do love 
a challenge!”

We did it … Weeding Women franchisee Marion White does the busi-
ness while company founder Colleen Sheehan looks on.
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PEOPLE

NOW SELLING

EXQUIS ITE LOCATION

PANOR AMIC VIEWS 

RESORT ST YLE FACILITIES 

ST YLISH INTERIOR DESIGN C A L L  N O W  T O  B O O K  Y O U R  P E R S O N A L I S E D  A P P O I N T M E N T

VISIT THE STUNNING NEW DISPLAY CENTRE
Now Open 2pm – 4pm, 7 days
Located at Westgate, 420 Bagot Road, Subiaco 
(cnr of Bagot & Railway Road).

ARIA SWANBOURNE 
LUXURY APARTMENTS
Located corner Alfred Road 
& Milyarm Rise, Swanbourne.

PENTHOUSES 
from $1.7m to $2.1m

LIMITED STOCK REMAINING

THREE BEDROOMS 
from $990K to $1.3m
LIMITED STOCK REMAINING

TWO BEDROOMS 
from $625K to $990K

ONE BEDROOM 
from $490K to $610K

SWANBOURNE  LUXURY APARTMENTS

Aria Luxury Apartments off ers a luxurious sanctuary in one of Perth’s most exclusive beachside 
precincts. Designed for the discerning owner occupier, no detail has been overlooked to create 
the ultimate urban lifestyle.

L U X U R Y  A P A R T M E N T S  S TA R T I N G  F R O M  $ 4 9 0 , 0 0 0

60% SOLD
CONSTRUCTION 
STARTING SOON

Gina Davidson (SMSF Specialist) and Charles Sondergaard (Strategist) will 
provide a direct and to the point briefing on Self-Managed Superfunds, 
including Contribution Strategies, Property Investment & Borrowing, 
Investment Strategies, Retirement and Estate Planning and more.
Chad Boucher and Charlie Clarke from Match Group – Perth’s Premier 
Boutique Property Developer – will provide a short briefing on North 
Coogee, including demographics and demand drivers and introduce their 
latest “Tempo” project.

We will wrap up with drinks and a snack and we’ll answer all your questions!

When and Where: Book Now to Secure Your Place
Tuesday 14 October 6:00 - 7:30pm www.sondergaard.com.au
1 Hector St., West (Cnr King Edward) debi@sondergaard.com.au
Osborne Park WA 6014 Tel: 08 6316 1900

SELF MANAGED SUPER
HOW AND WHY PLUS BEACHSIDE/CITY PROPERTY

Proudly Sponsored by Sondergaard Accountants,  
The SMSF Strategy Specialists


